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Narrative of the fingwier Vicifitudes experienced by Se- 
bafiian, King of Portugal. 


To th EDITOR, 

SIR, 

E have fallen upon times in which it has pleafed Pro- 

vidence, that we fhould witnefs the moft affli€ting 
inftances of fallen grandeur, inthe perfodns of apparently the 
moft powerful fovereigns. In former hiftories many fuch 
occur, but at fcattered and diftant periods. Never were they 
fo frequent as in the laft feven years, nor attended with fo 
many circumftances, which neither wifdom nor prudence 
could have forfeen. But I know not that any inftance 
prefents us with more ftriking and marvellous events, than 
the hiftory of one of the Kings of Portugal, the particulars 
of which are but imperfe&tly given*in our more regular 
accounts of that kingdom. I found the following detail in 
an old and almoft unknown author, who vouches for the truth 
of it, as he colleéted the feveral circumftances in that kings 
dom, and does not feem to have any intention fo deceive. 
I am informed that more than one dramatic piece has been 
formed on this ftory, but as they have not fallen in my way, 
I know not in what manner it has been handled. 

Sebaftian, King of Portugal, was born in the year 1554, 
fome time after the demife of his father, brother to the 
reigning King ; and was carefully educated by his mother, 
who was daughter to the celebrated Emperor Charles V. 
In 1557, he fiicceeded his uac le | III. In 1574, he con. 
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ceived a defign of making war on the Moors, and having 
made great preparations for putting his defign in execution, 
on the 9th of July, 1578, he laiided at Tangier, with a vaft 
army ; onthe 4th of Auguft, the fame year, he fought the 
unfortunate battle of Alcacar, in which the Moors were 
victorious, although they loft their King, who died of a 
fever, of which he had long been fick, in his litter. 

Afterthe battle, the Portuguefe mifling their King, fent to 
thofe who werc taken prifoners, who fought carefully for his 
body, which, as many fuppofed, was found. It had feveral 

arge wounds, and by reafon of the exceflive heat of the 

climate, was already in a flate of corruption. However, it 
was laid in atent, and the nobility went to fee it, but re- 
ceiving ho kind of fatisfaftion that it was the body of 
their King; on the contrary, it was generally thought that it 
was not. Notwithftanding which, King Philip of Spain 
having demanded it, and, as fome report, having given a vaft 
fum tor it, at length it was fent hum, and he caufed it to 
be interred with all’ royal honours at Bethlehem, which 
ftands a mile from Lifbon, aud ts the ufual-burying-place of 
the Portuguefe Kings. 

li is certain, that the Portuguefe nation in gencral, did 
never credit the ftory: of his death, but were fo firmly 
perfuaded he was alive, that they readily countenanced two 
tmpollors, who were hardy enough toaflume his name. The 
firft of thefe was the fon of a tile-maKer, who was put upon 
it by a prieft, who gave himfelf out to be the Bifhop of 
Garda ; and whotook a note of their names who beftowed 
their benefaftions upon his difciple, in order to their being 
repaid when he fhould be reftored. They were quickly ap- 
prehended, the prieft hanged, and the pretended King fent to 
the gallies. This happened in the year 1585. 

The very fame year Matthew Alvarez, a native of the 
ifland of Tercera, and the fon of a ftone-cutter, was per- 
fuaded to give himfeif out for King Sebaftian. This man 
was a hermit, who lived in folitude, a harmlefs inoffenfive 
fife. Many of whom he begged, believed they faw in his 
countenance the features of Don Sebailian; they told him 
fo, but he very honeftly anfwered that he was no King, but 
a poor hermit. By degrees, however, ambition got the 
better both of his reafon and his virtue; he no longer 
dnfwered as he was wont, but onthe contrary, gave all who 
interrogated him’ caufe to apprehend that he was really the 
King. By degrees he permitted them to. pay him royal 
honours, fuffered his hand to be kiffed, and dined in public ; 
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nay, he went fo far at laft, as to write to the Cardinal Arch- 
duke Albert, commanding him to quit his palace, for that he 
intended to refume the government. Upon this a body of 
troops was fent againft him, and his adherents, by whom they 
were routed, and himfelf taken prifoner. His death quickly 
followed, accompanied with extraordinary marks of feverity. 
He had his right hand cut off, after which he was ftrangled, 
and his body quartered. By this means the Spanifh govern- 
ment reckoned that a ftop would be put tothe hopes of pre- 
tenders, and to the credulous folly of the Portuguefe. 

In the year 1598, notwithftanding thefe feverities, there 
went a report that the true Don Sebaitian had been {een in 
Italy. Upon this one Manuel Antonez, who had ferved the 
Cardinal Henry, who fucceeded Don Sebaftian, declared 
publicly mm Portugual, that Sebaftian was not killed at the 
battle of Alcacar, but that himfelf returned with him inte 
Portugal; and that the King put himfelf into a_ religious 
houfe in Algarve, there to do penance for his temerity : In 
vindication of this account, he produced an a& drawn up in 
form, under the hand and feal of the father, guardian of that 
religious houfe. ‘This affair making a great noife, Manuel 
Antonez was direéted to apply himfelf tothe court of Spain; 
which order he obeyed, and having produced his paper to 
King Phihp, was fcized, committed to prifon, and never 
heard of more: 

This new Sebaftian appeared firft at Padua, where many 
pitied and relieved him, upon which, direétions were fent to 
Padua from Venice, to oblige the-perfon who called himfelf 
King of Portugal, to retire from thence in thrée days, and in 
the fpace of a week to quit the dominions of Venice. He 
was fick when the order was notified to him, but as foon ashe 
recovered he went to Venice, in order to give an account of 
himfelf tothe {eignory. ‘The Ambaffador of Spain inftantly 
applied himfelf to that fenate, demanding that this impoftor 
fhould be apprehended, and charging him with many 
énormous crimes. He was accordingly, in the month of 
November, thrown into a dungeon, and commiffioners ap- 
pointed to hear what the Spanifh Ambaflador could prove 
azainft him, which came at laft to nothing at all. 

He was eight and twenty times examined: At firft he 
readily anfwered all the queftions that were afked him con- 
cerning the embaflies fent to him while he was King of 
Portugal, the meafures he had taken, the letters he had 
written, and the minifters he had made ufe of. But at laft he 
refufed to anfwer any more queftions, addrefling himfelf to 
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his judges in thefe words: “ My Lords, Iam Sebaflian, 
King of Portugal; I defire you will fuffer me to be feen by 
my fubjé&s; many of them have known, and muft re- 
member me; many of them have known and converfed 
vith me. If any proof can be offered, that I am an im- 
poftor, Iam content'to die ; but would you put me to death 
merely for having preferred you to the reft of the European 
powers, in feeking refuge in your dominions ?”’ 

Do€tor Sampajo, and other Portuguefe, then refiding at 
Venice, folicited earneftly for his being fet at liberty ; the 
commiffioners informed them, that without a certificate of 
indubitable authenticity, as to the marks whereby ‘Don Se- 
baftian might be known, they could not fet this man at 
liberty ; becaufe they knew their hatred to the Caftilians to 
be fuch, that if need were, they would acknowledge a negro 
to be Don Sebaftian. Doftor Sampaio upon this went 
privately to Lifbon ; from whence he brought with him to 
Venice, a canon, and an inftrument figned by an apoftolic 
notary, containing an exact account of the marks of Don 
Sebaftian’s body ; whereupon he renewed his requeft, which 
the feignory evaded, alleging that they could not enter into 
fuch an enquiry at the requeft of a private perfon, but that 
they were ready to do it, if any of the potentates of Europe 
interefled themfe!ves in the affair. The Portuguefe upon 
this applied themfelves to foreign courts with unwearied 
diligence. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





A CURIOUS INQUIRY. 


Io the EDITOR, 

SIR, 
Shall begin my letter with informing you, that I hold 
certain peculiar notions on the fubjeét of life and death, 
which it may be expeéted I fhould explain. We are fre- 
quently told that life is uncertain, and that people die at all 
ages. I partly allow this to be true ; young people die at 
all ages, but when I hear of a man living to féventy, eighty, 
ninety, oy a hundred years, Iam ftrong!y impelled to difpute 
the affertion. In all’‘my experience, I never met with aman 
at any of thofe ages, and 1 am very much inclined to think 
that f{omewhere about fixty, is the precife period when every 
man dies. After that I feldom meet with aman who fhews 
any figns of life, except perhaps that he has the ufe of his 
tongue, 
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tongue, and fometimes of his feet. By the former, he con- 
firms me in my notion of his being deceafed, by letting me 
know what ftrange events happened in fzs day and in his 
time, phrafes which no man would make ufe of in his life- 
time, though they may be proper enough afterward. Now, 
Sir, thefe are what I mean by. dead men parading the ftreets, 
and affecting to be alive, although they have not one fingle 
paflion, affeétion, faculty, or enjoyment, in common with 
the living. I grant you that they are apt to conceal their 
being dead, for fear of being buried, a ceremony-they are 
not very partial to, but there are fome who are candid enough 
to confefs the fat. They tell of Lord Chefterfield having 
rehearfed his own funeral in a coach and fix, andI have 
heard of another nobleman who faid, “ My neighbour Lord 
——, andI have been dead fome years, that is the faét, but he 
is unwilling that any body fhould know it. Now, I don’t 
care three farthings who knows it, 1f people had not a knack 
of putting fuch things into the new{papers.”’ 

When I meet witha gentleman paft his grand climaéteric, 
who entertains his company with the amours and frolics of 
‘]. his tome, and affures them that there is no fuch happinefs in 
our days ; when he informs us that he intrigued with all the 
gay women of the court of George II. drank Burgundy 
with fuch wits as we never meet with, and rode fuch horfes as 
are not known now in Europe, I immediately confider him as 
having departed this life. 

When I meet with another who tells me that we have no 
paintings in our times worth looking at, and no mufic fit to 
hear, nor poetry fit to read; that there are no fuch philofo- 
phers, hiftorians, phyficians, chy mifts, lawyers, and ftatefmen 
as flourifhed in his days, I am ftrongly tempted to afk him 
when he died, and how long he has been in a better world. 
Nay, I have a friend of this defcription, who departed this 
life’ about ten years ago, who frequently tells me the 
difference between “ving in his days and living now. He 
avers that we have no fuch wines, as when he was alive, that 
our mutton is infinitely {maller and leaner, and that our hens 
do not lay fuch eggs as in his days. The fame comparative 
eftimate he makes of every thing; he thinks we have no 
good preachers, and talks mightly of Secker and Fofter, and 
will fearcely allow that the Bible is the fame book, or, at leaft, 
contends that it is not half fo well printed or bound. As to 
public amufements, he can talk only of Pritchard and Clive, 
Garrick and Quin, and he declares that there is not one 
attrefs or a€tor among us, that can bear the moft diftant com- 
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parifon to thofe of his time. Our dancing is equally dé 
generated, and our finging, what is it to the. finging in 
Handel’s days? whofe oratorios, he contends, are vilely 
{craped and fqualled by people, whohave no more ear thana 
political writer of his time, who had ftood thrice in the pillory. 
Having fome expeétations from him when he is buried, 
I don’t choofe to tell him how long he has been dead, but 
that he is no longer aman of this. world, lam morally 
certain. 

I have the pleafure of knowing another departed friend, 
who, I fhould fuppofe muft have been dead a very long 
while, as he pofitively denies the exiftence of female beauty, 
affuring me that there is not one woman in ten. thoufand 
comparable to the charming angels of his day ; and that the 
men are fo miferably degenerated that they walk on all fours, 
compared to the Herculefes he remembers. Nay, he even 
fometimes attacks our very houfes, and expatiates on the 
noble manfions common in his days, and the charming 
gardens in which he enjoyed his walks, with all the beauties 
of the time, through rows as ftraight as tl «¢ rule and compafs 
could make them, in that regular tafte which King William 
and the Dutch introduced, when 


< ‘ ‘ 1 } 
Grove nods to grove, each alley has a brother, 
** And half the platforny juit refleéts the other.” 


And now, Sir, as it is very cruel to {peak ill of the dead, 
I fhould be ‘exceedingly forry to violate’ fo humane a fenti- 
ment, if it were not that they do not aét with perfect candour 
themfelves. They ‘ought to acknowledge their demife, and 
remain as quiet as the grave, inflead of difturbing our enjoy- 
ments with invidious comparifons to times that are long fince 
paft, and which we cannot recall, or judge of. The faét is, 
and I don’t care if my defunéi friends hear it, that they often 
die without knowing it themfelves, and then they acquire 
fuch an affe@ation of life, as is quite difagreeable to flefh and 
blood. 

There is, in particular, a very bad kind of dead men, who 
perfift in aéting as if they were in complete poffeffion of 
their faculties, and will drink, intrigue, and fwear, and talk 
immorally, as if they were at the gay and thoughtlefs age of 
twenty, inflead of having one foot in the grave, andthe other 
not far from it. They could not indeed be more wicked, if 
they were brought to life again. I own I cannot bear this 
conduét on the part of a dead body, and although we ought 
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not to fpeak 2// of the dead, I cannot help fpeaking truth of 
them, and telling them, in plain terms, that fuch behaviour 1s 
a difgrace to their corpfe, and it would be far more decent 
and refpeétful to retire into the family-vault at once, rather 
than bring fhame upon their memories. . We have no other 
reafon for the ceremony of burial than to remove an offenfive 
objcét, at leait, that is the priacipal, and when I fee a deceafed 
friend afiing fo very unbecoming the manners of the other 
world, I confefs I think it avery mortzfyzng fight, and I care 
not how {oon it is removed. 

Thefe men cannot plead ignorance. They furely know 
when they are dead, as well as we do, and they ought to 
know how to behave in that fituation, otherwife I think we 
may fairly conclude they have livedto very Ittle purpofe. 
I do not pretend to vindicate the times in which we live, but 
as far as we can conjeéture, they have their good and their 
bad qualities as former times have had, and-our poflerity will 
I hope form the fame opinion of us, and not conlider that 
things do not exift, merely becaufe they cannot lee them, or 
that there are no pleafures becaufe they are paft enjoying 
them. The truth is, the blind deny the doftrine of colours, 
the deaf maintain that there are no founds, and the dumb 
think that oratory is onthe decay. It is the union of thefe 
three defetis, which- conftitutes the death 1 complain of, 
fome apence or other pf which is to be met with in moft 
focietie 

Bades it is,’ fays a reverend author, with whofe words 
I thall conciude | more ferioufly than 1 began, “ that men of 
this amp are continually complaining that the times are 
altered for the worfe: Becaufe the fprightlinefs of their 
youth reprefented every thing in the moft engaging light ; 
and when men are in high _ humour with themfelves, 
they are apt to be fo with all around; the face of natare 
brightens up, and the fun ihines witha more agreeable luft re: 
But when old age has cut them off from the enjoyment o 
falfe pleafures, and habitual vice has giventhem a diftafte for 
the only true and lafting delights ; when a retrofpeét of their 
paft lives prefents nothing to. view but one wide tratt of un- 
cultivated ground; afoul diftempered with {pleen, remorfe, 
and an infenfibility of each rational { fatisfa€tion, darkens and 
difcolours every objeft ; andthe change is not in the times, 
but inthem, who have been forfaken by thofe gratifications, 
which they would not forfake.” 
I am, Sir, &c. 


VIVENS 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For SEPTEMBER, 1798. 


N the courfe.of the prefent month two events have 
happened, of a very interefting nature, to France, to 
Germany, to Europe, andthe whole world. Buonaparte has 
feized Egypt ; andthe court of Berlin has refufed to accede 
to the propofed union of Ruffia, Auftria, and England. The 
firft opens to the French republic objeéts paramount even to 
its ambition: The fecond announces the convulfion and fall 
of the German empire: Both are pregnant with many im- 
portant confequences, far beyond the reach of human antici- 
pation and conjecture. Conformably to thefe two great 
events, the public mind is occupied chiefly with two great 
queftions. 1. What are the ulterior views of Buonaparte 
and the Direétory ? 2, What means are to be employed by 
the independent powers of Europe, for the purpofe of 
checking the progrefs of French domination ? The firft of 
thefe will, by and by, perhaps, be divided into two queftions. 
Meanwhile, we proceed in our {peculation, on the fuppofi- 
tion, that the policy and views of the Direttory, and Buona- 
parte, are the fame: And that thefe are no other than the 
efiablifhment of univerfal dominion on the ruins of all the 
remaining governments of Europe. 

In charging the Direétory of France with defigns of fuch 
magnitude and oppreflion, we do not mean to load them with 
terms of reproach, as unavailing as they would be unworthy 
of liberal difeufion. We are even ready to admit, that the 
a€tual pofition of the rulers of France, both with regard t to 
their own nation, and thofe with whee they are at war, 
extremely embarafling. They naturally look fo their own 
fafety ; and muft with to retain the acquifitions, and to juftify 
the expenditure of the revolution. 

Arrogant and prefumptuous, and highly impraéticable asa 
plan of univerfal dominion may appear, they who treat it 
with derifion ought to refleét on the limits which the new re- 
public has fecured, and the extraordinary charaéter of, the 
nation who compofe it. The French nation, from early 
civilization, from populoufnefs, vivacity of difpofition, and 
a reftlefs {pirit of enterprize, accompanied by great powers 
of genius in the arts of war and peace, becomes the moft 
formidal:!e community, in mafs, that exifts on the face of the 
gidbe. All the ambition and talents of fuch a people have 
now foynd their field of occupation. The common foldier 
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expeéts to. be a general, the peafant a legiflator ; and thefe 
are now perufing, with avidity, the hiftories of the ancient 
republic of Rome. Defeats to fuch a nation are new in- 
centives to viétory ; and a want of refource is but a title to 
plunder; while the attacks of enemies, combined on the 
ground of old treaties and exploded diplomacy, ferve only 
to bind and comprefs the enormous dependencies of their 
empire. So much for the Direétory and the French nation 
in general, 

With regard to Buonaparte ; this penetrating ‘politician, 
aware that this isa war of finance, and that, if England 
fhould make it a war in defence of private property, and 
public, or, in other words, the rights of mén and of nations, 
it muft, on the fide of France, foon be over—meant to fettle 
the affairs of the continent at Raftadt, on the fame principles 
as he had done thofe of Italy at Campo Formio. The Di- 
re€tory were jealous. The Jacobins prevailed. Invafions 
were menaced, and ready to be carried intoexecution. The 
Britifh nation, from one extremity of the ifland to the other, 
rufhed into arms, and fet them at complete defiance. Buo- 
naparte changed his battery. As he could not take India, the 
great {pring of our wealth, in London, he refolved to fhut it 
out from England, by the poffeflion of Egypt ; whether, by 
making that country, fo fingularly and happily fituate, only 
a ftepping ftone to the coaft of Malabar, where he might be 
joined by Tippoo ; or whether by making it a permanent 
fettlement, by colonizing it, improving it, and raifing all thofe 
produétions in which it is fo fertile, and which are proper to 
cotitries in the fame latitude, in different parts of the world ; 
by uniting the Indian trade to that emporium by means of 
canals, harbours, and forts, on the Red Sea; and, on the 
whole, gradually, and by acourfe of harmonized aétions, 
toturn the tide of commerce in favour of France, and 
againft England. His laft proje& is the moft natural and 
folid ; but it requires much time and perfeverance. The 
frft, to go direétly to India, though romantic and full of 
danger, is moft congruous both to the charaéter of Buona. 
parte and the Frenchnation. Wherefore, we conclude, that 
this isthe true plan ; although its execution muft depend on 
the fupport and re-inforcement that may be received from 
France ; ‘a matter that will depend on many accidents. 

We now return to the fecond of the two queftions noted 
at our outfet, namely, What means are to be employed for 
the oe pofe of checking the progrefs of French domi- 
nation ; 
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They who reafon on the events of the day may expeé 
wonders in fucceflion from the deftruétion of a particular 
armament, an approaching interior explofion, or fome new 
leagues to effeét a counter revolution in France, and get pof- 
feffion of its capital. But miracles are not to be expeéted. 
Let us fairly examine and eftimate the enemy to be refifted; 
Itts views, his force, and his advantages. 

“Fhe new government of France have long aéted, and con. 
tinue to aét on, the political plan, by which the Romans 
overturned and fubjeéted the ancient world. It is given as 
an inftruétion to all their foreign minifters. Our readers 
will find it verbatim in the 6th chapter of Montefquieu on 
the Aggrandizement of the Roman Republic. Every ally 
or opponent of the new republic will find in that chapter 
fome ftate of antiquity, to a certain degree, fimilarly fituate 
with itfelf. Asa primary part of this plan, all Italy is to 
be reduced, and to become to the French what Gaul was to 
the old Roman republic. Turin is feized, Genoa is garri- 
foned, the army in Rome is doubled, and the rifing marine 
of Naples, by inviting the Dire¢iorial grafp, will involve 
that noble kingdom in the fame fate with Venice. Italy 
produces all that is requifite for the creation and manning of 
a powerful navy. Corfu, Malta, and Egypt, open to the 
right and left the out-pofts for undermining the power of 
England in the eaft, and exciting rebellion in Hungary, Po- 
land, and the fouthern provinces of Auttria. Were Buona- 
parte and his army %aken or deftroyed, another leader would 
ftart up to conduét another army: The plan of conqueft on 
conqueft is formed; and a rifing generation of new Pro- 
confuls looks forward to its fortunes and its fame. 

In the mean time, nothing is confidered as done for the ef- 
feRtual fecurity of the Rhine, as anorthern frontier, till this 
defence be ilrengthened by the addition of the Elbe, and 
#ngland be fhut out from every port to the fouth of the 
Baltic. 

‘They who would treat thefe defigns as vifionary have not 
followed the progrefs of the French republic, and forget to 
contraft her prefent extenfion and ftrength with her dubious 
exiftence, when fhe could fearcely be found on the chart of 

nations, or feen out of the gulf of bankruptcy. 

To facilitate thefe mighty projeéts, and encourage their 
profecution, the Direétory have found a fecret, to which little 
atterition has been paid by their political opponents : It is, 
that the mafs of the peoplé, in every country which they 
have over-run, do not regret the overthrow of their ancient 
rulers, 
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rulers, and are not difpofed to make any counter-revolu- 
tionary exertions to replace them. And who are they that 
have fucceeded them? Perfons whofe exiftence is in the 
hands of the republic, and who have every intereft in the 
continuance of its proteétion! Hence it is, that. we hear of 
no popular commotions in Flanders, in the provinces. of. the 
Rhine, or in the cities of Italy. In feudal and reljgioys 
times, in times of greater purity of manners, this would not 
have been.the cafe: A chilling felfilhnefs pervades, in the 
prefent time, all ranks, from the court to the cottage! : 

A plan of ambition fo deeply founded in principles As 
that of .France, is not to be refifted but by another fyftem 
founded ,as deeply in principles. As felfifhnefs is the great 
caufe of the prefent evils, fo let us have recourfe to felfifh- 
nefs alfo, or rather to a reafonable felf-love, for the cure. 

** Our bane and antidote are both before us!” 

By maintaining the caufe of private property, public cre- 
dit, and the rights of nations, let us turn the artillery of the 
anarctifts on themfelves, and &ght them with their own 
weapons. ‘ 

We have ufed our beft exertions to illuftrate and recom- 
mend the only bafis, on which an union might be formed to 
difconcert the plans of the-Direétory. We are led to be- 
lieve, from what we read daily in the fpeeches of fome of 
the members of the Council of Five Hundred, that a party 
is forming on that bafis in the heart of France ; a party of 
moderate, prudent, and juft men, whofe aim it is to conneét 
the liberty and property of the people with a fy ftem of legal 
taxation, and the independence of their reprefentatives. 


AM ERICA. 

We fee with pleafure the patriotic meetings of America 
efpoufing the caufe of nations, and making that caufe the 
fubjeét of their public toafts. We would fain indulge a 
hope, that our own government will fee the advantage and 
glory of making that caufe, and not acquifition and mono- 
poly, the declared objeét and end of the prefent war. _ This 
hope is not founded on any wifdom in our prefent admini- 
{tration, but in a neceflity that muft foon become palpable to 
the whole nation. 

S FP. a 0 .B. 

This nation has had leifure to refleét, and wants only to fee 
the adoption of a proper concert among the independent 
powers, to a€t a proper part for its own and the general fe- 


curity, 
A: GER. 
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GERMAN EMPIRE. 


The great rival ftates which compofe this empire, ‘as ‘well 
as the inferior and dependent branches, ‘have exhibited, in 
their negociations at Raftadt, all the fymptoms of an inca- 
‘pacity to refift the power and ‘artifice of a republic fuch as 
that we have juft de!imeated.- Their beft fecurity is the tem- 
porary convenience of the Rhine as a boundary to the new 
republic, while fhe is carrying on her projetts againft Italy, 
India, and, in due ‘time, though fhe’ may judge it politic to 
temporize for a while and make fair pretences and pro- 
feffions, againit the Sublime Porte. 

In this fecurity the northern ftates of Germany will feek 
the fafety of the day. And unlefs proper addrefs be ufed to 
“form ‘a’general union, on a ground from which ‘iio fovereign 
or minifter would venture publicly to withhold his fupport 
and contingent, the French agents at Raftadt, by working on 
-reciprocal intereits and jealoufies, will fap the foundation of 
every ftate in the empire. 

There ‘is. not a minifter in Germany, however timid, or 
improperly influenced, who would publicly dare to advife his 
court to withhold his participation or contingent from the 
general defence of the common caufe of property, and the 
conftitutional rights of nations. Were it therefore poflible 
for a conclufum to be drawn up and efpoufed in this fpirit, 
the envoys of the revolutionary republic would fuddenly 
difcover the inefficacy of their intrigues. The Direéiory 
would foon be forced, either-to throw off the mafk ot re- 
publicanifm, or to revert to a fyftem of moderation, and of 
proper dependence on their -conftituents ; who, in return, 
would be obliged to yield to the real wifhes of the great ma- 
jority of the French nation, who figh for an honourable and 
general peace. 

On the adoption of fuch a plan, the flates of the German 
empire would only have to make their appeal to the juftice 
of the French nation ;' and, to reprefent, that, failing of that 
juftice, they had concerted their common fecurity with the 
other independent ftates of both Europe -and America; all 
of whom had entered into a general confederacy for the 
prote&tion of property and the rights of nations ; and who 
unanimoufly wifhed the French nation to realize the fecurity 
of their own property and national independence within the 
beft and moft convenient limits. 

Auftria has now to regret, in the difficulties which Pruffia 
oppofes to a proper union for the gencral defence, the fatal 
policy of Catharine the Great, which raifed every obftacie 
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againft the original union eftablifhed for great and wife pur- 


well pofes by Leopold with the court of Berlin. 
|, in Pruflia, in certain events, may become the dupe of her 
nca- own caution. The real hatred and defigns of the Dire&tory 
h as are pointed againft England, and to the feparation of the 
em- Britifh ‘government from its intercourfe with the north of 
new Germany. The French have fortified Dufleldorf, and are 
aly, in force towards the north, where they may be {upported by 
> to the co-operation of Holland. Troubles will be created to 
s10- Pruffiain her Polifh acquifitions, and it will not always be 
convenient for her to keep a very large army on her weftern 
eek frontier. The habits, which produced the treaty of Campo 
dto Formio; may revert to other arrangements, and moments may 
‘ign be feized when the Dire&tory would find it their more imme- 
ort diate intérefl to ftrike at ‘the north of Germany, and truft to 
on the labours of Sieves'with the profeffors of Brandenburg. 
1 of Silefia, in fuch an event, might again’ be left as a temp- 
tation, like Venice, to fome Imperial ‘politician. ‘In fuch a 
or mixture of poflible events, a wife court would feek its own 
his in the general interef!s and fecurity of nations. 
the Since the above obfervations were written, the important 
tne . ; Tr. ~ 
event of a war between Turkey and France has been an- 


ble nounced in the London Ga rzctte, The former, power, juftly 
’ irritated at the boundlefs ambition of the French, and their 
7 attempts to deftroy her inde Pacts nce, are taking the molt 
Hi decifive fleps to repel their aggre ‘ions. To enable them to 
od do this the more effectually, their formidable ally, the Em- 
- peror of, Ruffia, has furnithed them with a powerful fleet, 
= ‘which is attually ariived at Conftantinople. 
nd GREAT | cage AIN and IRELAND. 
: But the event the moft difaftrous to the interefts of France 
= and the moft propitious to thofe of Great Britain and- her 
WK allics, is the very fignal victory obtained by the gallant Sir 
xe Horatio Nelfon over the French fleet at the mouth of the 
ail Nile. It is‘ dificult to conjetture what may be the confe- 
na quences of this molt decifive aétion; but it may fafely be 
ra affirmed, that fcarcely any event could have happened better 
“A calculated to humble the pride of the French, or to give 
“4 courage to -hher opronents. Al’as! the hero of Italy is at 
” length foil H ry will probably moulder away in an 
ia hollile and d suntry, from which they can have 
fcarcely any t returning, now that their fiect has 


been nearly 





troyed by Admiral Nelfon. And 
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their boafted General, whofe praife they have fo often 
founded, is now more likely to fall a viétim to difeafe and 
difappointment, or to become a prifoner, than to fucceed in 
his vifionary projeés on our poifeflions in the Eaft Indies. 

It is to be hoped, from the vigour and.temper which haye 
been lately difplayed in the adminiftration of Inifh affairs, 
that the enemy will difcover a mifcalculation in his plans, 
and that while he is difturbing his neighbours, he will find 
caufe to refleét on the re-attion of his proceedings againf{i 
his own domeltic tyranny. The menaces of the Direttory 
have armed the people. Every purfe is open, and every 
arm ftretched out for the national fecurity. 

The rebellion in Ireland, and the negociations of . the 
leaders of that rebellion with, the revolutionary enemy. ot 
Europe, muft convince the real proprietors in Ireland, ot 
the indifpenfable neceflity of an union between England and 
Ireland, like that which has contributed, to the profperity of 
England and Scotland. It 1s to fo falutary, beneficent, and 
noble a purpofe, that an able miniftry, like that of Queen 
Anne, would turn the knowledge acquired in the troubles of 
an expenfive and ruinous war. 





INSTANCES of Ex FRAoRDINARY SUICIDES. 


{Related in a Letter from the late Right Hon. Horace Walpole.} 


JANUARY 9, 1755- 

Have been twice this Chriftmas. at Strawberry -hill, for 

a few days, and at each return have been not a little fur- 
prifed: The firft time, at the very unexpetted death of my 
Lord Albemarle, who was taken ill at Paris, going home 
from fupper, and expired in a few hours; and laft week at 
the far more extraordinary death of ——. He himfelf, with 
all his judgment in bets, I think would: have betted any man 
in England againit himfelf for felf-murder: Yet after having 
been fuppofed the fharpeft genius of his time, he, by all that 
appears, fhot himfelf on the diftrefs of his circumflances ; an 
apopleétic difpofition I believe concurring, either to lower 
his {pirits, or to alarm them. 

Ever fince Milfs lived with him, either from lking 
her himfelf, as fome think, or to tempt her to marry his Lil- 
liputian figure, he has fquandered vaft fums at , and in 
living. He Joft twelve hundred a year by Lord Albemaile’s 
death, and four by Lord Gage’s, the fame day.: He afked 
nmediately for the government of Virginja, or the Fox- 
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hounds, and preffed for an anfwer with an eagernefs that fur- 
prifed the Duke of N. who never had a notion of pinning 
down. the relict of his own or any man’s wants to a day. 
Yet that -feems to have been the cafe of ———, .who deter- 
mined to throw the die of lite or death, Tuefday was fe’n- 
night, on the anfwer he was to receive from court ; which 
did not prove favourable. 

He confultéd indiretily, and at laft pretty dire&ly,. feveral 
people on the eafieft method of finifhing life; and feems to 
have thought that he had been too explicit, for he invited 
eompany to dinner for the day of his death, and ordered a 
fupper at White’s ; where he fupped too the night before. 
He played at whift till one in the morning ; it was New 
Year's morning : Lord Robert Bertie drank to him a happy 
new year; he clapped his. hand ftrangely to his eyes! In 
the morning he had a lawyer, and three witneffes, and exc- 
cated his will, which he.made them read twice over, para- 
graph by paragraph: And then afking the lawyer if that 
will would ftand good, though a man were to {hoot himfelf ? 
and being affured that it would ; he faid, “ Pray ftay while 
I ftep into the next room,’’-——went into the next room, and 
fhot himfelf. He clapped the piftol fo clofeto his head, that 
they heard no report. The houfekeeper heard him fall, and, 
thinking he had a fit, ran up with drops, and found his fkull 
and brains fhot about the room ! 

You will be charmed with the friendfhip and generofity of 
Sir : a little time fince opened his circumftances 
tohim. Sir faid, ““ If it will be of any fervice’to 
you, you fhall fee what I have done for you :” Pulled out 
his wil), and read it, where he had Ieft him a vaft legacy. 
The beauty of this aftion is heightened by Sir ’s life 
not being wortha year’s purchafe. I own feel for the dif- 
tre{s this man muft have felt, before he decided on {g defpe- 
rate an attion. IJ knew him but little; but. he was good-na- 
tured and agreeable enough, and had the moft compendious 
underftanding I ever knew. He had afleéied a finefle in 
money matters beyond what he deferved, and aimed at re- 
ducing even natural affeétions to a kind ot calculations like 
Demoivre’s. He was afked, foon after his daughter’s mar- 
riage, if fhe was with child. He replied, “ Upon my 
word, I don’t know: I have no bet upon it.” 

This, and poor ——’s felf-murder, have brought to light 
another, which happening in France had been funk ; I can 
tell you that the ancient and worfhipftul company of lovers 
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killing themfelves ; I don’t know whether they will not ap- 
ply to Parliament for an exclufive charter for felf-murder. 

On. the occafion of ——’s ftory, I heard another more ex- 
traordinary. If a man infures his life, this killing himfelf 
vacates the bargain. This (as in England almoft every thing 
begets a contradiétion) has produced an office for infuring 
in {pite of felf-murder ; but not beyond three hundred 
pounds. I fuppofe voluntary deaths were not then the don 
ton of people in higher-life. A man went and infured his 
hfe, fecuring this privilege of a free-dying Englifhman. He 
carried the infurers to dine at a tavern, where they met feve- 
ral other perfons. After dinner he faid to the life and death 
brokers, “ Gentlemen, it is fit that you fhould be acquainted 
with the company : Thefe honeft men are tradefmen, to 
whom I was in debt, without any means of paying, but by 
your afliftance, and now Iam your humble fervant.!’’ He 
pulled out a piftol, and fhot himfelf. Did you ever hear-of 
fuch amixture of honefly and knavery ? 











Anecdote of the Dauphin of France, Son of Louis XV. 


HE names of the children of the Royal Family of 
France were ufed to be infcribed in the parifh regifter 
of Verfailles ; the Dauphin took his children one day with 
him to the church of that town, and opening the regifler be- 
fore them, thus addreffed them :. “ Obierve, my good chil. 
dren, your names following, in regular order, the names of 
the pooreft and of the lowelt of my father’s fubjeG@s. Re- 
ligion and nature know no diftinétion: Virtue alone makes 
the difference between one perfon and another ; and perhaps 
he whofe name you precede in this book may appear grealci 
in the eyes ot God, than you may appear in thole of man- 
kind.” 

Ignorance,” faid this young prince, “ is the 
misfortune that can happen toa prince. Itis but feldom that 
a king forms, in cool blood, a defign to enflave lis people. 
Humanity oppofes it, and his own in ntereft deters him fiom it. 

gnorance alone prevails upon him to attemptit. IRmgnora 
then ts the fource of all his mile ries. 
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A prince,”’ continued he, “ holds. his exiflence in the 
political world by his authority only. Not to be perfeétly 
acquainted with its origin, its extent, and iis bounds, or to 
know them but fuperficially, is neither to know the naiure 
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nor the properties of his exiftence.’ 
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Anfwer, by Hermes, of Bath, to A.’s Queftion, inferted the 
2 ad 4} l 
af Apri 


ITHER leg of a right-angled triangle, being a mean pro- 
portional between the fum and difference of the hypo- 
thenufe and the other leg, we fhall have, as the given fum s, 
(854): The given leg, | (284) 22 1¢ ’—s=, the difference 
of the hypothenufe and leg ; half which being added to and 
fubtraéted from half s, will give the theorems, s—-2-++l’— 
2s, and s——-2—]*—2s, for the hy pothenufe and leg required, 
==(in numbers) 474, and 38 refpeétively. 
*+* We have received the like anfwer from M. Thomas, 
Eaft Coker; J. B..Chivers, St. Auftell; J. Clarke, Briftol ; 
and J. Collins, of London. 





Anfwer, by M.W. of Ipplepen, to the Charade, inferted the 
16th of Futy. 


HE ancient county which was meant 
Is CORNWALL—with this be content. 
t*+ We have received the like anfwer from C. Wilfon, 
Bath; T. Coumbe, Stonehoufe; A. P. jun. of Modbury ; 
P. Ninnis, jun. of St. Agnes: William Brock, Evercreech; 
E. Lloyd, Honiton; T. Jarvis, Malborough ; W. Bickham, 


jun. of Afhburton; Betfy, of Beaminfter; W. Harris, of 


Exeter ¢ T. Furfe, Mevagiffey; Corporal Field, of Milber 
Camp; R. Withecombe, jun. of Barniftaple; ‘Thomas,. of 
Alhprington ; and T, Bullock, of Si. Columbe. 





A CHARADE, by W. Bickham, Jun. of Afhburton, 
HEN earth recedes from folar lisht * 
Revolving round the poles, 
My fpangled firft adorns the night, 
And worlds on worlds there roll. 
My fecond with Jehovah reigns; 
And celebrates our King, 
But in far more exalted ftrains 
Than earthly tribes can fing. 
May you with equal luftre fhine, 
When fummon’d by my whole! 
And ftill adore that power divine 
Which doth thofe orbs controul. 


Vor. XXXIL, 3B A CHA- 

































































318 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
A-CHARADE, dy Herlicius, of Exon, 


HEN I’m aggriev’d by fraud or force, 
Unto my firft I foon apply ; 
If I’mengag’d in a juft caufe 
Upon my firft I much rely. 


I beg you’ll for my fecond name 
A cafk, containing hogfheads two ; 
Then call it rightly by the fame, 
Tis eafy done I promife you. 


Ye bright charadians! both tranfpofe, 
And quickly call to mind, 

A fruit, when pickled, that is good 
With cold roaft beef pray find. 


A REBUS, by 7. Tayler, of Long Moor. 


AIL thou my firft! again thy fuccour lend, 
Proteé&, with Duncan, freedom’s favour’d coaft ; 
Let freedom know, Britain thou wilt defend, 
Againft all force her enemies can boatt. 


Behold the bee! induftry’s emblem fair! 
Swift to her cell her honied ftore convey ; 

From yonder bank with hard laborious care, 
Where grows my next in many a fragrant {pray. 


See green-cy’d {pring, in various beauties drett, 
Hear fongfters warble from yon blof{fom’d thorn ; 
Great nature bounteous hath with joy impreft 
My third with fong to welcome in the morn ; 


In the green meadow, where the filver ftream 
In wild meanders ever-babbling run; 

My next in paftoral innocence efteem, 
A type its lineage of Jehovah’s fon. 

Lo beauty’s blufh illumes lov’d Myra’s cheeks! 
Majeftic awe fee beaming in her eye; 

But ah, fair maid! my laft this truth befpeaks, 


“+> A ‘ » ae 
Soon thefe fhall fade, as mine foon wane and die.” 


The initials, bards! conjoin’d together right, 
An animal amphibious points to view ; 

Hark the fhrill horn echoes cre dawn of light, 
Bidding the fport{man quick the game purfue. 


9 POETRY. 
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MORTALITY. 


WIFT o’er the high grafs fweeps the blaft, 
A filver thade {preads o’er the lively green 5 

The gale is patt, 

No more the filver fhade is feen. 
Saw ye the lightning flath along the ky? 

Save yonder blaited oak, 

A drear memorial of the with’ring ftroke, 
It leaves no trace to guide the following eye. 
Childrer of men, and fuch your lot! 
Ye live your little hogr, and die, and are forgot. 


What, then, avail the jewell’d crown of pow’r, 
Pomp’s ermin’d robe, or glory’s death-red tword ? 
What, then, the wife one’s dreams, the mifer’s hoard ? 

When death proclaims th’ irrevocable hour, 

Life’s vain dittin¢tions ceafe: ‘The eternal doom 

Bids all the fons of clay be equal in the tomb. 

What tho’ earth’s millions the dark realms explore, 
No cheering tidings reach mankind from thence, 

For there the eye of wifdom fees no more, 

And filent is the tongue of eloquence. 

For no one of the innumerable dead, 
Revifits men from that ob{cure abode ; 

For never {pirit twice could tread 
The dark, the dreadful road. 


Why fleeps the poet— he whofe magic fong 
Leads the charm’d fancy thofe wild realms ‘along, 
Whofe fhadowy portals bear the ominous line 

*€ Quitevery hope all ye who enter here !” 
Why fleeps the bard divine, 
Whofe ipirit ‘* far beyond the vifible {phere 
** Soar’d on the feraph wings of extaty ?”* 
Why fleeps the feer 
ho gave the laws of nature to our eye, 
Fill’d with a portion of divinity ? 


For me, be mine when fate fhall free 

This fpirit from mortality, 

Catching memory’s mellow’d figh, 

Still o’er my wonted haunts to fly 5 

In gentle wiles to defcend 

The guardian angel of my friend. 

To eafe the lait long ling’ring breath, 
Breathe joy prophetic in the hour of death 5 
Embrac® 1n air the new-born {prite, 


And guide it to the realms of light! 
Enthufiatt! 
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Enthofiaft! if thou canft—explore 
The vale of life that lies before. 
Dark is the vale of years, 
Dimm’d by thofe little mifts in reafon’s feeble eye : 
Enthufiaft ! ceafe to gaze amid immenfity. 
When on the bed of death 
uick beats my palfe, and falt’ring heaves my breath : 
hen round me watch my friends with ftreaming eyes, 
Wearying the fick heart with their fruitle{s cries: 
Let mein that laft moment know 
What proud joys virtue can beftow, 
And fearlefs of the iron rod, 
Look up to thee, my friend, my father, and my God! 


Ah {are that agonizing hour! 

Come quickly, death! and I will blefs thy pow’r. 
Come quickly—{natch me to the realms above, 
But {pare that pang to part with thofeI love! 
And when the gratis fhall wave 

Slow o’er my humble graye, 

My grave befide fome hawthorn bufh, wherein 
The nightingale thall fing her fong, 

Then may’the peafant fay, and drop a tear, 

** The bard belov’d by all lies bury’d here!” 
























ORIENTAL VERSES.—By Arpatian. 
HE fun had funk behind the weftern hills, 


The waters gently flow’din murmuring sills; 
By artlefs love in{pir’d, thus Hamet fweetly fung, 
While Bagdat’s plains with the foft echoes rung : 


s¢ My Selima, my only love! 
** Ah! whither wouldft thou fly ? 
*€ By Alla’s felf, who reigns above, 
** Unlefs thou’rt true | die. 


** Not Fatima was half fo dear 

** To our great prophet’s breaft ; 
*¢ For when my Selima is near, 

*¢ I'm more than Mah’met bleft. 


** More beaateous fhe than is the rofe 
** That o’er fair Sharon’s reigns ; 
*€ Not half fo fweet the lily blows 
«© On Cyprus’ happier plains. 


*« If Selima will grant my pray’r, 
‘© If the’ll regard my fighs, 

** Noother beauty fhall have power 
** Tocharm her Hamet’s eyes. 


*¢ But greatly bleft, with her alone 

*¢ A conftant beart I'll thare ; 
** And envy not the pompous throne 
*§ Of Afia’s royal pair.” 








